
 
 

POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS – Half or Full Day Options 
 

Stranded Sea Turtle Necropsy 
 
This workshop will be a combination lecture and necropsy demonstration held at the Virginia Aquarium.  The lecture 
portion will introduce basic necropsy techniques with an emphasis on determining cause of death, searching for signs of 
human interaction, using the NOAA Fisheries Sea Turtle Gross Necropsy Data Sheet and submitting tissues for 
histopathology analysis. The demonstration will introduce necropsy techniques on different sea turtle species and sizes.  
 
Presented by: Brian Stacy, DVM, PhD, DACVP, NOAA Fisheries, Office of Protected Resources, National Sea Turtle 
Program and board-certified pathologist; with assistance from Sarah Rose, Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center, 
Research & Conservation Division 
 
When: Thursday, May 26th 9:00am – 1:00pm 
Where: Virginia Aquarium 
Cost: $30  
Includes: Transportation to and from Aquarium, coffee and light breakfast 
Minimum / Maximum Number of Participants: 5/20 

 

Recommendations for Euthanasia of Stranded Cetaceans 
 

One of the most challenging and potentially dangerous of all marine mammal stranding events is the euthanasia of a 
cetacean. Considerations include the welfare of the animal, personnel safety and eco-toxicological hazards as well as the 
availability of appropriately trained and licensed individuals. To complicate matters, these events often attract, and are 
played out, under public scrutiny and media attention. The Virginia Aquarium along with a collaborative team of 
stranding responders, veterinarians and federal marine mammal managers conducted a systematic survey of protocols, 
methods and chemicals employed in the euthanasia of stranded cetaceans and developed recommendations on how to 
conduct euthanasia safely, humanely and responsibly after the decision to euthanize has been made. The results of this 
effort are being developed into a NOAA Technical Memorandum and this workshop will introduce the recommendations 
and guidelines developed by the collaborative team. 
This will be a lecture-style workshop and table-top exercise, with opportunity to assemble and work with delivery 
mechanisms for large whales.  
 
Presented by: Craig Harms, North Carolina State University College of Veterinary Medicine, Department of Clinical 
Sciences, Center for Marine Sciences and Technology;  Sue Barco, Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center, Research 
& Conservation Division 
 
When: Thursday, May 26th 9:00am – 1:00pm 
Where: Virginia Aquarium’s Interactive Theater 
Cost: $30  
Includes: Transportation to and from Aquarium, coffee and light breakfast 
Minimum / Maximum Number of Participants: 10/ 50 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Imaging Workshop 
 
Workshop will cover a variety of both fundamental and advanced concepts in marine mammal imaging. Geared towards 
aquatic animal veterinarians with marine mammals in their care as well as veterinary students pursuing this field. Topics 
will include a combination of: principles of diagnostic image acquisition and interpretation, a discussion of the five 
imaging modalities as they pertain to aquatic animal medicine, case presentations, and a question/answer session with 
Dr. Ivančić 
 
Presented by: Marina Ivančić, DVM, DACVR, AquaVetRad  
 
When: Thursday, May 26th  9:00am – 12:00 noon. 
Where: Hilton Virginia Beach 
Cost: $40  
Includes: Coffee and light breakfast  
Minimum / Maximum Number of Participants: 10/ Unlimited 

 

Conundrums 
 

This is a great opportunity to discuss your most challenging cases with colleagues in an open forum led, as always, by Dr. 
Mike Briggs. While the session is famous for ‘walk-on’ cases, it’s far more productive if you can prepare some slides 
outlining your case. Please send cases directly to Dr. Briggs at mbbriggs@ix.netcom.com 
 
Hosted by: Mike Briggs, DVM  
 
When: Monday, May 22th  5:00pm – 7:00 pm. 
Where: Hilton Virginia Beach 
Cost: Included in meeting registration  
Includes: Snacks  
Maximum Number of Participants: Unlimited 

 

Ophthalmology and Water Quality Workshop 
 
This work shop will include presentations about water quality parameters, types of disinfection systems, and effects of 
these and environmental factors on ocular health in marine mammals. 
 
Presented by: Ed Latson, DVM, Central Park Animal Hospital; Mike Walsh, DVM, Aquatic Animal Health Program, U of 
Florida and Carmen Colitz DVM, PhD., Diplomate, ACVO 
 
When: Thursday, May 26th 8:00am – 5:00pm 
Where: Hilton Virginia Beach 
Cost: $50  
Includes: Light breakfast and afternoon break 
Minimum / Maximum Number of Participants: 10 / Unlimited 
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CL Davis Pathology of Aquatic Animals 
 
The 11th annual CL Davis DVM Foundation Marine Species Histopathology Workshop will be held in conjunction with the 
47th annual IAAAM conference. This workshop will include a keynote lecture (presenter TBD). All participants receive 
DVDs of the scanned histology slides and the case write up materials. This workshop is intended for students, clinicians, 
and pathologists and all IAAAM members are invited to attend. This is an annual workshop with ever‐changing and 
dynamic content. CASE SUBMISSIONS are requested and should be e-mailed to judy.st.leger@seaworld.com and 
erika.nilson@seaworld.com  no later than March 1.  
 
Program Director:   Judy St. Leger, DVM, DACVP                                      
 
When: Thursday, May 26th 9:00am – 5:00pm 
Where: Hilton Virginia Beach 
Cost: $100  
Includes: Light breakfast and afternoon break; a digital copy of the slides and write-ups 
Minimum / Maximum Number of Participants: 10 / 50 

 

 
 
 

POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS – Multi-Day Options 
 

American College of Zoological Medicine Exam Preparation and Study Course  
 
Anyone interested in learning more about the American College of Zoological Medicine, those that are interested in 
seeking Diplomate status, are in the process of preparing for examination, or any individual who is interested in in-
depth, up-to-date, literature-based review lectures on zoological medicine can benefit from this course.  Specific lecture 
topics will be announced shortly but the course will also include information on becoming board-eligible, study and test-
taking strategies, an explanation of the job task analysis which represents an important aspect in examination design, 
networking opportunities, and mock examinations. As there will be no traditional short course in 2016, these courses 
offered in association with a conference will be the only training courses offered by the ACZM in 2016. The course has 
been lengthened to 1.5 days to facilitate additional study material, networking opportunities, and additional mock 
examinations. 

Coordinated By: Amanda Guthrie, DVM, Dipl ACZM and additional instructors 
 
When: Thursday, May 26th 8:00am – 5:00pm and Friday, May 27th 8:00am – 12:00pm 
Where: Hilton Virginia Beach 
Cost: $120 
Includes: An electronic version of ACZM information handouts, in-depth lecture materials, lunch on the first course day, 
and refreshments during breaks. While not included, participants will be encouraged to get dinner together to expand 
their networking opportunities. 
Minimum / Maximum Number of Participants: 10 / Unlimited 
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